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ECCLES. VIII. II. 


Becauſe Sentence againſt an evil Work 
1% not | executed ſpeedily, therefore 
the Heart of the Sons of Men 10 
fully ſet in them to do E 1 


Mankind (thoſe eſpecially concerning 
the Divine Providence or Human 
Nature) have been always deſervedly 
regarded, as inſtructive in the 0 onduẽt of hu- | 
man Life. | 
That particular Obſervation, which I 3 
made the Subject of my Diſcourſe, relates 
boch to the Adminiſtration of Divine Provi- 
dence, and the Tendency of, Human Nature; 
and is ſupported by a long Experience, in 
Conjunction with the Authority of the Wile! 
and Royal Preacher. 
Wherefore that I may, not n this Au- 
dience vith any Babst needleſs Preface, E % 


proceed 


p "Hh E Obſcryations of the wiſer Part of 
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proceed directly to conſider the main Deſign 
of my Text, under the following Heads of 


Diſcourſe; in which 1 will endeavour, 


Firſt, To ſhow in what Senſe this „ > 8 
tion of Solomon is to be underſtood, as to both 


the Parts of it; that Sentence is not executed 


ſpeedily, and that therefore Men are more out- 
ragioully wicked. 


Secondly, To enquire into the Connexion 
of theſe two Parts; how it comes to pals that 
the ſlow Execution of the Divine Sentence has 


ſuch a fatal Influence on Men. But then, 


Thirdly, I will alſo endeavour (in Proſecu- 
tion of the Deſign in the Text) to vindicate 
this Suſpenſion of the Divine Sentence; and 
to ſhow that Men argue abſurdly and perverſe- 
ly; if for that Reaſon their Hearts are fully 


et in them to do Evil. After which it may 


be pertinent to the Subject, in the 


Fourth and laſt Place, To lay before you the 
true Uſe and proper Influence of this . 
ö l Aan 


an —_— „* * Wo 


befere the QUEEN. I 


Adminiſtration; and becauſe Sentence is not 


executed ſpeedily, to ſhow how all our Hearts 
hould be affected in us. 


Firſt then, Suffer me briefly to conſider in 
what Senſe this Obſervation is to be under- 
ſtood, in both Parts of it. For it is not laid 
down as an - univerſal Rule, either that Sen- 
tence is never ſpeedily executed, or that tlie 
Hearts of all the Sons of Men are, therefore, 
fully ſer in them to do Evil. | 

It's well known that Moral Obſervations 
and Maxims have à ſufficient Foundation, if 
they hold true in the general, notwithſtanding 
there may be ſeveral Exceptions to them. 

Accordingly Solomon could not be ignorant 
of Exceptions to the Rule himſelf lays down, 
in the miraculous Succeſſes of his own People, 
and the ſpeedy Divine Sentence upon thoſe 
wicked Nations round about them. From the 
Time that all che Nagues fell on Egypt, to the 
Eſtabliſhment! of the Throne in his Father Da- 

vid, their whole: Hiſtory is a continu d Rela- 

tion of the peedy Execution of the Divine 

Sentence againſt evil Works, as Moſes _ 
17 B 2 tells 
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Deut. 9. 4 


tells them, For the Wickedneſs of theſe Nations 
the Lord doth drive them out from before thee. 
And indeed, beſides the Authority of the. 
Sacred Hiſtory, we might urge Exceptions from 
all the beſt Hiſtories of the World ; which have 
tranſmitted to us Inſtances of ſuch great Con- 
vulſions and Revolutions, as the wiſeſt Men 
have always attributed to the Execution of a 
Divine Sentence, and made them confeſs (with 
Nebuchadnezar) that the Moſt High ruleth in 
the Kingdoms of Men. What could be a more 
viſible Execution of Sentence againſt an evil 
Work, than the many Inſtances of thoſe Em- 
pires degenerated into National Vices, and 
ſubdu'd by People eminent for the (contrary 
Virtues; and that the four great Monarchies 
of the World ſhould riſe and fall according to 
the Prophetick Denunciation of Daniel, and 
the laſt, vith all the diabolical Power, be ſub- 


Dan. 2.44. du d by the Kingdom which fball newer be de- 


ſtroy d. All: which being plainly forerold and 
punctually fulfill d, are undeniable Inſtances of 
a Divine Sentence executed in this World. 
Nay, as to us of this Nation, I am per- 
ſuaded we noed not go farther for a true EL. 


ception 1 


* 
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ception to this general Rule, than our own late 
and our. preſent ſurprizing wonderful Succeſſes; 
againſt thoſe who have dar d to ſtand at God's 
righteous Bar, and make their Appeal to the 


Lord of Hoſts, in the wicked Cauſe of a bound- | 
leſs Ambition and repeated Perfidiouſneſs. | 
But then it mult be confeſs d ſuch Interpo- i 


ſitions are not uſually diſcern d by the Generali- 

ty of Mankind, who ſeldom look farther than 

thole Cauſes that lye neareſt: to their own weak 

Apprehenſion; and fo with them, that paſſes 

for a fortuitous Event, which. is indeed a Di- 

vine Sem (inf e e e ants t Ae an 
And beſides, even to thoſe of better Diſcern- 

ment, ſuch Exceptions to the general Rule are 

no good Objections againſt it; for ſtill they 

obſerve that, in the ordinary Courſe of Provi- 

dence, Sentence againſt an evil Work is not 

executed ſpeedily; that is, neither immedi- 

ately upon the Commiſſion of thoſe Crimes; 

nor at all in this World. = 
And therefore alſo they obſerve; that tlie ü 

Heart of the Sons of Men is fully ſet in them 

to do Evil; not univerſally, God be thank'd, 

but, as the Puniſhment is frequently * 
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ſo it is too frequently made the Ground 4 more 
Wickedneſs. For ſurcly, vere the Divine Ven- 
geance but ordinarily vifible in this World, it 
would forcibly bend many of thoſe ſtubborn 
Hearts whom "thi Divine — does not move; 
and from hence we lee in what Senſe this Ob- 
ſervation of Solomon's is an apparent Truth. So 


that I may be allo to n 


Secondiy, To enquire into the Reaſon of it; 
and ſhew how it comes to paſs that Becauſe 
Sentence is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the 
Heart of the Sons of Men is fully ſet in _ to 
do Evil. 

Their Heart being fully ſer i in them to do E- 


vil, is a Deſcription of the molt profligate A- 


theiſtical Men; thoſe that are wicked by Princi- 
ple, and not only act, but argue too againſt 
Religion, eſpecially the Terrors of another 
World. Fer; accordingly there have not been 
wanting thoſe that vill diſpute upon this very 


Obſervation in the Text; and becauſe the Sen- 
tence is not preſent, will not believe that is to 


come. 


-> 
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« For (ſay they) the Nature of Jultice re- 

« quires a ſpeedy, as well as a condign Punifh- 

« ment. The Criminal in the Hands of Juſtice 

« has no more right to be ſpat d for a time, than 

«ro be acquitted for ever. And this alſo they 

« obſerve to be the conſtant Rule of all other 

« Governments regularly adminiſterd, !where 

« Sentence is always ſpeedily, executed, unleſs 

« ſome accidental Circumſtance intervene. 

From hence they conclude, that ſince the 

« Nature of Juſtice is Immutable and Eternal, it 

© muſt equally affect God and Man; and if Hu- 

© man Government be (as Religion teaches us it 

« is) a Copy and Tranſctipt of the perfect Mo- 

« del of Divine. Government, - they ask whence 

e proceeds ſuch a wide Difference in the Admini- 

«tration 5 inſomuch, that their Sentence is or- 

© dinarily executed, his ordinarily ſuſpended; and 

they by a ſpeedy Coutſe of Juſtice, procure an 

awful Regard to their Authority; while he is 

© unmov'd with thoſe that call loudly for his 

Vengeance, that Blaſpheme his Name, and 

* dare his vorſt. „„ 

This I conceive is the utmoſt of that grand 

Argument againſt the Providence of God, . a 
3 Judg- 


— 
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Judgment to come, and is the true Reaſon why 
ſo many disbelieve, or believing diſobey the 
Precepts, of -our moſt holy Religion. l 
+; We ſhall find, upon Enquiry, all the diffe- 
rent Atheiſtical Trnets reſolvable into this one 
Principle: For this Reaſon it is, that ſome have 
deny:d the very Being of that God whole Sen- 
rence is deferr'd ; others have excluded his Go 
vernment and Providence out of the World, and 
diveſted him of his Sentence, tho not of his Be. 
ing. Some have believ'd there is no Maligni- 
in the Nature of Sin, which would other viſe 
call for ſpeedy Vengeance; and laſtly, ſuch there 
have been who have entertain d a ſtrong Opi- 
nion, that his boundleſs Mercy vill reach all 
thoſe ho are only the Objects of his Juſtice, 
and ſo the threaten d Sentence will never be exe- 
All, or any of theſe fatal Notions, vill quick- 
ly ſet the Hearts of the Sons of Men to do Evil; | 
and, in all of them, the Suſpenſion of the Di- 
vine Sentence is at the Bottom. 
Theſe are the Men that ſeem to be delſcrib'd 
in the Text, and this is their great Support; 
but it is not theſe alone that are affected 170 
* | cls 


7 


this Argument; the very beſt of Men are not 
exempt from the contagious Influence of it; 
the Sentence being delay'd, loſes of its Force, 
even with thoſe who believe the final Executi- 
on of it. 

This indeed is the natural Effect of a weak 
and impair'd Underſtanding, to the Eyes of 
which the Truth of things leſſens by diſtance f 
of Time, as material Objects do to our bodi- | 
ly Eyes by diſtance of Place; and in both Caſes | 
the weaker the Organ is, the ſhorter is the 
sight: So that to all of us (God knows) 
his Sentence lyes under the diſtant, and there- 
fore diſadvantageous Proſpect of another 
World. | 

Which makes it of very great Moment to 
us all, that this Argument ſhould be truly 
ſtared, and maturely conſider'd; and that is 
what I muſt endeavour to do in the 


Third Particular I propos d, in which I am 
to offer ſomething by way of Vindication of 
the Suſpenſion of the Divine Sentence, in or- 
der to remove the foremention'd Objections 
againſt it, and the Abuſes which Men * 

ET ; 
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of it. And. here I will attempt to prove di- 
ſtinctly, 


— 


I. That there is no Reaſon from the Na- 
ture of Juſtice, or the Ends of Government, 
why the Divine Sentence ſhould be ſpeedily 
executed; that is, why the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of Heav'n ſhould be always, or 
ordinarily diſtributed in this World ; but more- 
over, : 

II. That there is very good Reaſon to 
be given why they ſhould not; which two 
Conſiderations together will, I hope, ſer this 
Matter in a clear Light. 

I. There is no ſueh Reaſon as was pre- 
tended in the Objection, from the Nature of 
Juſtice, or the Ends of Government, for a 
ſpeedy Execution of the Divine Sentence. 

When ve conſider ſtrict Juſtice in Criminal 
Caſes, we ſhall find all that it requires com- 
prehended in this one Rule; namely, that there 
be more of Suffering in the Sentence, than there 
could be of Gratification in the Sin, other- 


wile 
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its Deſign. | 

But then Juſtice is not, in it ſelf, confin d 
to any Part of Time; becauſe the greateſt In- 
terval of Impunity, may be more than made 
up by the greatnels of the Puniſhment. 

Some Sentences, or call them if you pleaſe 
Natural Conſequences of Vice, are not ſpeedi- 
ly executed in tis Life; which yet carry enough 
of Terror in them, to all conſidering Perſons; 
how abſurd is it then to ſuppoſe that the Om- 
nipotent Eternal God cannot, at any diſtance 
of Time, nay, when Time it ſelf ſhall be no 
more, make the Offender anſwer the full De- | 
mands of Juſtice, and pay the utmoſt Farthing | 
of that great Debt he has incurr'd, both for 
his Crime and for his Reprieve too. f 

But ſtill it is pleaded (and vith more Co- 
lour) that the Ends of Government are beſt 
anſwer d, and the greateſt Reverence created to 
Lavs, by the ſpeedy Execution of Sentence; and 
this muſt be confeſs d to be agreeable to the 
beſt Wiſdom of Human Government; but 


let us conſider whether there are not ſome dif- 
C 2 | / ferent 


wiſe the Sentence would loſe its Terror and 
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ferent Circumſtances, ak will BG! us to 
account for this different Procedure. 


ff, Human Government has only a limited 
Power, and is it ſelf dependant, and liable to 
Deſtruction: And this makes it neceſſary that 
the Courſe of Juſtice here ſhould be expediti- 
ous and exemplary; otherwiſe the bad Sub- 
jects may encreaſe ſo faſt, in Number and Power, 
as much to veaken, and at laſt to lubyert that 
Government. 

Whereas, in the Kingdom of un one ſell. 
ſufficient, ſelf. depending Being, the Rebellion 
of an Hoſt of Angels can (no farther than he 
thinks fit) dilturb his Adminiſtration, much 
leſs rival or exceed his Power. 

Nay, (which makes the Difference ſtill vi- 
der) he can bring Good out of Evil, and 
make thoſe numerous Crimes, which tend to 
veaken the Force of Human Government, to 


_ the Purpoſes of his. 


| * Human Judicatures can take no far- 
ther Cognifance of Crimes, than as they are 
wiki d by Extctnal Actions; and with 

chem 
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chem, therefore, when the Law is once viſi- 
bly broken, Juſtice takes place immediately. 

But it is the incommunicable Prerogative 
of the great Governor of the World, to judge 
the Heart; and therefore no Wonder his Sen- 
tence is executed differently from all others, 
ſince his Judgment is form'd by different Mea- 
ſures. | | 

So that it ſcems abſurd to draw any Paral- 
lel in the Caſe; ſince he may have many juſt 
and wiſe Reaſons (ſome of which will hereaf- 
ter be enumerated) for the Delay of his Sen- 
rence, which cannot affect human judgment. 
But then, 


ahh, The main Difference lyes in this, that 
all human Government is, in it ſelf, Tempo- 
rary; but the Government of God is, as him- 
elt, Eternal. 

It is the Condition of us Creatures in this 
World, to meaſure by Time; but he who has 


Hands; and of whole Power, conſequently, 
the meaneſt Creature is an Eternal Object, he 


portunity; 


the Preſerving Power of all Things in his 


15 not capable of vhat ve call loſing an Op- 


1 
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portunity; or being diſappointed by the great- 
eſt Flux of Time. Nay, ſo far is the Caſe 
differcnt, that paſt, preſent, and to come, 
are, in reality, one and the ſame thing to his 
all- comprehenſive Knowledge; as St. Peter ſig- 
nificantly expreſſes it, One Day is with the Lord 
as a thouſand Years, and a thouſand Tears as 
one Day. 

How then ſhall we Mortals dare to pro- 
nounce any thing amiſs in his Government, 
who being confin'd to ſo ſmall a Proſpect, can 
never fee the Length of any of his Deſigns; 
and when. we know that he is not capable of 
a bare temporary Deſign, which therefore Time 
cannot alter or deſtroy ? 

Now all theſe are very material Circum- 
ſtances, in which the Government of God and 


Man are as different as their reſpective Na- 


tures are; and therefore altho' the Eternal Rule 


of Juſtice is the ſame to both, yet the Caſe 
we ſee is not, and therefore the Rule cannot 


be indifferently apply d to either. 


And now I conceive the Way is open for 


me to make 1t appear, that as there -15 no 


Reaſon to be given from the Nature of ju- 
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ſtice, or the Ends of Government, why God 
ſhould immediately puniſh, fo there is alſo, 


Il. Very good Reaſon to be given, why 
he ſhould not; that is, why he ſhould nor 
always, or ordinarily, take immediate Ven- 
geance upon Provocation; for that there have 
been fome awak'ning Notices of Providence, 
has been already ſuggeſted, and (bleſſed be 


his Name) we here preſent are not inſenſible 


of them. 


But now the Reaſon of this ordinary Su- 
ſpenſion of Sentence, which I am ſpeaking 
of, cannot indeed come from the Sinner's 
Side; who becomes obnoxious to Juſtice, that 
Moment he commences! an Offender. 

But St. Peter (in the Caſe before us) draws 
the Reaſon from a better Head,, from the 


Fountain of Goodneſs and Mercy; The id. 3. 5. 


Lord (ſays he) 3s not ſlack, as fome Men 
count Slackneſs; but is long-ſuſfering to us 
ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ſhould come to Repentance. SPE, 1 

It is by the Divine Mercy, in the Goſpel- 
Coyenant, that our Repentance is al hag 

or 


— 
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for perfect Obedience; and it is by his merci 
ful Providence, that he delays the Execution 
of Sentence, in order to that Repentance, 

For were every Sinner puniſh'd immediately 
according to his Demerit (and if it were ne- 
ceſſary in one, it would be fo in all) thi 
would indeed diſplay the Divine Juſtice through. 
out the World, but to the ſpeedy Deſtruction 
of the whole Race of Mankind. 

Wherefore methinks it might become thoſe 
who make a Part of the corrupt Maſs, grate- 
fully to admit this for a good Reaſon, vhy he 
does not here enter into Judgment with his 
Servants; ſince in his Sight ſhall no Man li. 
wing be juſtify d. 

Fur fs we Chriſtians are promis'd 
Salvation upon the Terms of Faith in the Pro- 
miles of God, and ſincere Obedience flowin 
from that Faith. Now if all the Ha 
and Glory of Eternal Life (and all of it wil- 
fully forfeited) can demand it of as, as a 
Qualification, that for the ſhort Space of our 
Lives we walk by Faith; then it is equally un- 
reaſonable to expect, that we ſhould walk by 

Sight; 
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* — 
>” < * * . * «4 1 N . 4 I | „ * = 
be C tbe : Q E. L. N. is 
4 «? & = iN. " # % * N 
2 


— — 


Sight ; as ve ſhould do were Sentence ſpeedi- 
ly executed. E 
For this would deſtroy the very Nature and 


Being of our Chriſtian Faith; and ſuch a 


Plea as the Devil us'd againſt Fob, would be 
good againſt every Man elle; Doth he ſerve 
God for nought £ He dreads his Thunder, but 
he does not love his Law. mm | 

Nay, we may venture one Step farther, 


and truly fay that the ſpeedy Execution of 


Sentence, would, not only deſtroy all Chriſti- 


an Faith, but alſo Moral Virtue; which does 


neceſlarily require a Principle above temporal 
Rewards and Puniſhments; whereas were the 
Divine Vengeance flagrant in our Sight, Var- 
tue would quickly loſe its Charms, Con- 
ſcience its Power, and Fear only, a {laviſh de- 
generate Fear, would predominate thro' the 
World. | 


Harmony between Natural and Reveal'd Re- 


ligion, in the-great Article of a Judgment to 


come; ſince, even to our dark Faculties, 
things appear (when duly conſider d) as they 
ought to be; and ſince the Judge of all the 

D Earth 


From whence we may! diſcetn the perfect 


— 


» — 


18 


„ 
4 


— 


A Sermon Preuchd 
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| Earth muſt do right, their ſeeming Irregy. 
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larities are only better Preſages of a future 
State. A 
Having thus far conſider d the Meaning 
and Extent of Solomon's Obſervation ; and 
having ſhown the Truth of it, that is, how 
the Delay of the Divine Sentence cauſes the 
Hearts of the Sons of Men to be fully ſet in 
them to do Evil: But having attempted to 
prove, vithal, that this is as abſurd as it is an 
impious Abuſe of the Divine Wiſdom and 
Mercy in his Providential Adminiſtration, it 
remains only that in the Nen 


Fourth and laſt Place, I briefly lay before 
you ſome good Uſe, which I conceive we 
ought to make of the Delay of the Divine 
Sentence, whilſt others ſo groſly abuſe it. 

And now I hope I may beſpeak you all, 
as St. Peter did the Primitive Chriſtians on the 
like Occaſion, of the Scoffers ridiculing the 
Promiſe of our Lord's coming to 1 

now theſe 
things before, beware leſt ye alſo, being led 
8 au; 
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away with the Error 'of the Wicked, fall from 
our own Stedfaſineſs. 

Le know that preſent Impunity is no Re- 
fuge from the Sentence of an Omnipotent, 
Omniſcient, Eternal Judge; but that Chri- 
ſtianity, nay and Morality too, does clearly 
account for the Delay of it. And that it will 
one Day come, ye know is peremptorily de- 
clar d by that Revelation, to which God has 
ſet the Seal of his miraculous Power, and 
guarded it vith ſufficient Proof and Demon- 
ſtration, down to this Day. Nay, even that 
it will, come, may be ſtrongly argu d from 
what J ſuggeſted in the Beginning of my Di- 
ſcourſe; that we do not want undoubted In- 
ſtances wherein Sentence has been ſpeedily ex- 
ccurecl in th Word.. 

For if any Sin merits the Divine Wrath, 
all Sin does; Vengeance is his, and he will repay. 
e He acts by the ſame immutable Eternal Rules 
ic of perfect Juſtice, and it is nothing but the 
| Variety of our Circumſtances, - which makes 
his Diſpenſations ſeem various to us. And if 
ve are but very weak and incompetent Judges 
of what Circumſtances are good or evil t us 
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in this World only; how much les capa- 
ble are ve of judging concerning his Pro- 
vidential Adminiſtration, which takes in Eter- 
nity. bo 
Bor th we know undoubtedly, That when 
the preſent World, with alt the Appendages 
to it, ſhall paſs away; and when God ſhall 
pronounce the laſt Sentence, it muſt, ac- 
cording to our Reaſon and Religion too, in- 
diſcriminally extend to every evil Work. 
We do not, therefore, vant Preſervatives 
againſt the Error of the Wicked; nor Motives 
ſufficient to keep up in our Minds a conſtant 
and vigorous Senſe of our Duty, equally to 


deter from private Sin, and encourage ſecret 


Piety. All things are open and naked to him 
with whom we have to do; and all things vil, 
eer long, be naked to the Sight of Men and 
Angels. b ee ee 
I ſaid, &er long; for the Wiſe Man ſpeaks 
after the Manner of Men, vhen he ſuppoſes 


Sentence is not ſpeedily executed; for, in re- 


ality, it is exceeding ſpeedy, if we reflect on the 
infinite Importance of that which depends up- 
3 Eternity 
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nen is enough to bring to nothing the 
Contemplation of ten thouſand Ages; and 
yet that Great Day, on which Eternity de- 
pends, is in Effect, at no farther Diſtance 
trom us, than ve our ſelves are from the 
Grave. | ” | 
Oh! conſider this, e that forget God, leſt 
he pluck.,you away ſuddenly, and there be none 
to deliver you ; none to deliver you from the 
Terrors of that Day; when, in dreadful For- 
mality, our Lord ſhall erect his high Court of 
univerſal Juſtice; when in vain ſhall they call 
for the Mountains. to coyer them, who are 


oppreſs d with the heavier Load of Guilt, and 


their own ſelf-condemning Heart, ſhall have 
anticipated upon them the juſt and irreverſi- 
ble Senden. 

But ve have not only theſe Terrors of the 
Lord, vhereby to perſuade Men; the Sen- 
tence is not only threaten'd, but at the ſame 
time there is promis d Salvation from it. We 
can beſcech you by the Mercies of God, Mer- 
cies that will ſhower down upon you, even 
in this World; for tho the Sentence againſt 


an evil Work is deferr'd, yet ſo is not all the 
| Reward, 
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Reward, of that Chriſtian Labour which pro. 
ceedeth from a Mind enlighten'd with the Pro. 
miſes of God, and a Heart fir'd with Divine 
Love. This is the only Diſpoſition for Hay. 
pineſs in the midſt of Sin and Sorrow, and 
not only diſpoſes us to be happy, but if ve 
are Believers, it will be unto us according 10 
our Faith; if we have our Converſation in Hea- 
ven, we mult, all the while, taſte of the Joys 
of the Place. l 
And oh! Ho calm and ſerene is the 
Breaſt where this ſtedfaſt Faith and ſincere 
Piety dwell? There ariſes no Cloud of Di- 
ſtruſt, no Perplexity from proſperous Wicked- 
nels; nor is their Peace and Tranquility ſha- 
ken, tho' even their own moſt virtuous and 
pious Endeavours ſhould meet vith ill Returns 
from Men; and Sentence is not ſpeedily exe- 
cuted againſt that evil Work. 
For, a juſt Return they do not expect 
here, and are nor therefore perplex d or diſap- 
pointed for want of ir; but have happily learn d 
to reſolve all into the ſingle Conſideration of 
the great Day of Retribution. 1 


In 


In the mean time, all things appear equal 
to them, becauſe all appear under the Dire- 
tion of unerring? Wiſdom ; and their Peace 
reſts upon this Foundation, which, as the A- 
poltle expreſſes it, flandeth ſure; the Lord 


tnowerh them that are bis. This is the Rock, 


on which having built, they are equally un- 
mov'd * with the ſtormy Winds of Adver- 
ſity, and the undermining Flood of Proſpe- 
ricy; in a Word, theirs is that Peace of God, 
which this World can neither give nor take 
away. 

Thus it is, that while the Infidel uneaſie 
World riſes up early, and late takes reſt to 
eat the Bread of Carefulneſs, he giveth his 
beloved Sleep. Sleep upon the Bed of Securi- 
ty, and under his own protecting Wings, who 
can guard them through Life and Death ; 
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vho can preſerve them even in the Place of 


Corruption, and finally raiſe them up again 


tiumphant over Sin and the Grave: Then 
to hear indeed the dreadful Sentence againſt 
cvery evil Work, but to receive that bleſſed 
one, which will tranſlate them into the glo- 

9 rious 


* * 
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rious Kin Slat prepar'd for them from: the be 
ginning of the World. 

Nov, that ve may all ends in their Re. 
ward, Almighty God incline us all to imi. 
rate their Example, and preſerve us from the 
contagious Influence of thoſe whole Hearts are 
fully ſet in them to do Evil; for the {ake of the 
Holy ſeſus; to whom: with the Father, and 
the eſſed Spirit, be aſcrib'd by us and the 
whole Creation, Eternal Praile, Dominion and 


